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coffee epidemics in recent history, with thousands of small farmers losing their livelihoods as the
country’s quest for instant coffee leads to a dramatic increase in waste. But the crisis has not gone

unnoticed. This month, the Italian government and the European Commission launched a joint
initiative to save the 1.7 million small farmers in the European Union who produce high-quality
coffee. The program aims to combat the trend for mass-scale production, which is leading to a

slowdown of coffee yields. The initiative's goal is to protect the best of Italy's coffee industry by
helping farmers produce higher yields and "spread their knowledge" to produce further quality

coffees, the European Commission said. The country's culinary reputation is born from the use of
coffee: Italian espresso is inimitable, and some of the world's most expensive coffees come from

highland regions of the country. But since the introduction of the espresso machine in the 1960s, the
country's production of coffee has fallen dramatically – from 650,000 tonnes in the 1970s to a small

fraction of that today. It is now less than 30,000 tonnes per year. The coffee crisis has been made
worse by changes in the market, with increased competition from countries like Brazil and Colombia,

which have been on a coffee production boom since 2000. To meet global demand,
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