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the advent of the automobile, the trucking industry
has undergone a revolution. In the past, the
trucking industry primarily consisted of large semi-
tractor-trailer trucks pulling a semi-trailer carrying
freight to a warehouse or railroad siding, waiting
for an inbound trailer to be unloaded, and then
returning to the station to pick up another trailer of
freight. However, with the development of
intermodal transportation, a containerized cargo or
“trash” is loaded onto a truck and hauled to the
nearest waste treatment facility. The truck is then
simply unloaded and the truck driver receives
payment for hauling the containerized waste. In
order to provide intermodal transportation, a wide
variety of containers is required. One common
type of container is a forty-foot (˜4×12) container
that is used to haul bulk or non-hazardous cargo to
the nearest waste treatment facility. As seen in
FIG. 1, such containers 100 generally are large
containers of standard width and depth. The
containers 100 are designed to be loaded and
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unloaded from an over-the-road tractor trailer via
the use of a load bed 110. The typical load bed 110
is a length of standard pallet having a standard
width and depth of about forty inches. The
standard load bed 110 is arranged with end boards
112 that have a common end edge and arranged
opposite to the end boards 112 is a standard base
or support plate 114. The support plate 114 is
usually between six to eight inches thick, and is the
material that supports the weight of the load. The
load bed 110 is structured to facilitate quick
loading and unloading. After a truck or container
hauling the containerized waste has traveled the
full length of the route, the container is unloaded at
a landfill. The landfill is a waste treatment facility.
The facility treats the containers and the material
therein for disposal. There are a variety of methods
for unloading the containers from a truck. One
type of method is to pull the container to a road or
entrance of a landfill where the container is
manually removed from the truck. Another method
is to drive the truck to the landfill entrance and
then position the container such that the container
can be lowered into the landfill on a hoist. The
containers are lowered to a sufficient depth
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