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download. In the subsequent month, the government

announced it was stopping all work on the contracts. The
police’s case was dismissed on the grounds that there was
no evidence that Zakat had accepted bribes. But the three

men were convicted for making false statements. They
were sentenced to nine months in prison and fined
SR50,000. Then last year, the government began

proceedings to revoke the licences and charge them with
money-laundering. As another court put it, the amnesty
decision had “significantly changed the course of the

case”. The licences were dismissed and the two
companies were fined SR1.2m. One of the financiers of
the deals, Mohd Al Mujilani Al Muawwadin, who owns

the Ahliyat company, was granted immunity from
prosecution. He had bought up ownership of the land in
the south with his father Mohd Sultan Ahlami, who was

also charged. All three men pleaded guilty to money-
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laundering and false statements, and agreed to pay a total
of SR3.6m in fines. Abu Dhabi’s authorities use the
definition of money-laundering as incorporating and

failing to disclose the identity of a person in accordance
with UAE law. As the Bani Yas cases prove, even when

the case against you is based on false and inaccurate
charges, there is little recourse. “There is no rule of law

at work,” says Mr Al Owais, a co-founder of Human
Rights Watch in the UAE. “The Emiratis were not

punished, and the dozens of other activists who have
taken part in protests are all sitting in a cell.” The same
applies in the cases of the four local activists from the

UAE who have been held at Guantánamo Bay for more
than 10 years, even though the US courts have already

acknowledged they have been cleared for release. Their
names have been removed from the official Guantánamo
list of 779 prisoners. They could be freed before the end

of the year. Professor O’Connell, a senior lecturer
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