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LONDON — John Farmer was the CIA’s top agent in Kabul during the Taliban’s rule and helped orchestrate
the capture of Osama bin Laden. His successor, Jose Rodriguez, created the term “black sites” in describing a

network of secret prisons in Iraq in which terrorism suspects were tortured. But after he left the CIA and a
Senate committee investigated him, Rodriguez was compelled to resign. So was his deputy, William
Rodriguez. And as he began the long and lonely climb back from the abyss of public disgrace, Rodriguez was
left wondering: Did he do the right thing? Ten years after the torture stories first broke, more than a dozen
current and former intelligence officials and policymakers tell David Samuels in an exclusive interview that
Rodriguez is right to be bitter. It was wrong of him to resign and he is now living, they say, with the
knowledge that he had tarnished the CIA’s reputation. He should be grateful, the former officials say, to those
who have gone public with their complaints, namely, the Bush administration and the CIA whistleblower John
Kiriakou. “That’s all we ask,” said one official. “That’s all he’s asked for.” A silence hangs in the air as the
officials recount what happened inside the agency after the terrorism scare. How Rodriguez and his colleagues
tried to walk back the damage they had done, they said, by creating an internal task force that secretly
investigated its own officers and its past conduct. (Rodriguez, who died this year at age 72, disputes this.) As a
consequence, Rodriguez and his colleagues would be marginalized. The agency’s new director, John Brennan,
would give the lie to a key component of the agency’s new strategy — to do what the United States could not
do — pre-9/11: operate in secret and operate anywhere. After the release of the Senate Intelligence
Committee report in December, the CIA’s once-territory-hugging culture has become notably more expansive.
The agency’s vast global network of covert facilities — facilities with classified names like Detention Facility
at Guantanamo Bay and Rendition Site B in Thailand — can operate in the open, with some cloak of
American democracy. But the agency now has little appetite for
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